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VENEREAL DISEASE, &c, 


INTRODUCTION. 


8 ſo much has been written, both 
| by ſurgeons and phyſicians, con- 

cerning the Venereal Diſeaſe, and ſo much 

is ſuppoſed to be known by every quack, 

and apothecary's apprentice, about its 
treatment 3 it may appear ; preſumptu- 
ous, or at leaſt ſuperfſuous, to ſay more 
upon the ſubject. But nothing certainly | 

can be ſo effectual an obſtruction to the 
We S>;,.- _ 
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- progreſs of knowledge in general, as 
an opinion that no room is left for far- 
ther- improvement. Long and large ex- 
perience has convinced me, that this par- 
ticular branch does ſtill admit of a great 
deal; and the dreadful conſequences 
ariſing from the groſs ignorance of many 
practitioners, as well as from the ſhame- 
ful impoſitions of not a few, are every 
day but too apparent. What increaſes | 
the miſchicf exceedingly, is the inat- 
tention of the patients themſelves to their 
own health, no leſs than their ' indif- 
| ference about the welfare of their poſte- 
rity. On theſe accounts, I find myſelf 
prompted. to communicate my obſerva- 
tions on this diſeaſe, in hopes of ren- 
_ dering it leſs deſtructive to mankind, by 
enabling each individual, who unhappily 
labours under it, to judge whether he 
is in ſkilful and honeſt hands, or * 
contrary. 


Ro T  What- 


. 
Whatever reſpect is due to writers of 
reputation, in thoſe particular caſes, where 
the rules by them laid down for the ma- 
nagement of diſeaſes remain to this day Tn 
the beſt ſtandard of practice; that very 
reſpect will prove a falſe guide, if ex- 
tended to ſubjects where the lights, 
which they had acquired, were in reality 
but the dawn of what is now more - 
fully known. It muſt therefore be of 
conſequence to guard heginners in the 
E healing art againſt an implicit reliance 


even on the greateſt profeſſors. 


SECTION I. 


Opinions of the moſt celebrated writers on 
| bis diſeaſe. . 


DR. Sydenham Shas juſtly. acquired 

'the higheſt rank in the profeſſion 
of phyſic ; and to his capacity, equalled 
only by his candour, I bow with re- 
Yee ons Ba 
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ſpect. But that great man, it is very 
certain, has advanced pofitions on this 


point, which do not well agree with our 


preſent knowledge of it. According to 


him, the cure of a clap depends wholly 
on purging. medicines, by which the pec- 


cant humour is diſcharged, or a diverſion 


is made of the natural juices, that might 


otherwiſe feed the diſeaſe, Any purga- 
tive long perſevered in, he believes, will 
be ſucceſsful, but eſpecially the more 


draſtic kinds; and he particularly recom- 


mends a form of that ſort to be taken 


daily, for the firſt twelve or fourteen days, 


or more. Nevertheleſs, fo far as I have 
had opportunities of obſerving, I muſt 
confeſs I know of no ſuch ſure method, 


either in delicate, or irritable habits, to 


keep up the cordee, to bring on ſtrangury 
and fever, or to produce ſwelled teſticles, 
as draſtic and daily purging. But who 
would not guard, if poſſible, againſt every 
| ong 
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one -6f theſe ſymptoms? The laſt in 
particular, that of ſwelled teſticles, ſeems 
to me the moſt formidable in its conſe 
quences that can befall the patient, and 
the moſt troubleſome to the practitioner; 
whether you ſpeak of his reputation 

which is concerned to prevent, or of the 
5 fill which is required to conquer it, and 
to put a ſtop to the terrible inroads it 
makes on the conſtitution, - 

To proceed with our admired: e 
he does not preſcribe bleeding, even in 
ſanguine temperaments, and where the 
complaint is obſtinate, till after a month's 
purging; ** leſt,” ſays he, it ſhould throw 
- # the diſeaſe into the habit. But now, 

if, during this purgation for a month, the 
ſtrangu ry. continual cordee, watchful- 
neſs, or fever, occaſioned by this heating 
method of cure, even in ſpite of a ſevere 
courſe'of diet; if theſe evils, I ſay, are 
not alleviated by bleeding, opiates, and 
| 5 . 
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abſtinence from meat, which laſt he does 


not require, what are the conſequences ? 
A fever ſupervenes, by which the flow of 


the virulent matter from the urethra is 


ſtopt, and the diſeaſe is blended with 


the habit; or there is produced in the 


teſticles a ſwelling, of which the reſo- 


lution is tedious, difficult, and full of 


danger. 
Another poſition of this celebrated 
writer is, that purging is every thing 


here, and that in this diſeaſe, if in any, 


it may be ſaid, He cures well who 


« cleanſes well.” On ſuch authority, 


who would not be tempted to truſt to 


purging alone, and even to carry it to 


the utmoſt ? How often have I done ſo, 
till I was taught better, and emboldened 


by experience to ſet aſide even the autho- 


rity of a Sydenham ; by following whom, 
in this inſtance, I had the mortification 
to find my patients declining daily, and 

groaning 


N 
groaning under A tedious. gleet without, 
any relief! : 
He adds indeed, If ths ted 
«© above mentioned does not ſucceed in 
««. ſtopping the gonorrhœa, it may be 
% done more effectually by a ſtrong 
6 purge or, if that ſhould likewiſe fail, 
«- by two or three doſes of turpeth mi- 
% neral at proper intervals, or elſe by a 
large doſe of calomel twice a week.” 
All theſe however I muſt in general diſ- 
approve, as ſcarcely ſuited to any but the 
moſt robuſt conſtitutions. 
After this he has recourſe to turpentine. 
medicines, and the drying balſams ; but 
without ſpecifying ſufficiently when they 
may be uſed with ſafety, notwithſtanding 
he ſeems ſo well aware of the riſk the 
patient runs of falling into a confirmed 
pox, from the peccant humours not be- 
ing properly carried off by . purgatives, - 
in conſtitutions where there is an anti- 


” pathy 
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pathy to theſe, or a ae of being 


_ purged. 

As to his notion that ihe baia in 
the prepuce, or the ulceration brought 
upon that part, or under it, is to be 


_ cured by fomentations, and mucilaginous 


or oily applications alone, or even by the 
mercurial preparation of precipitate mixed 
with a ſoftening ointment ; I muſt needs 
ſay, that I do not find it correſpond with 
fact, having ſeen poxes frequently ſuper- 
induced by this laſt application; I mean, 
where the antivenereal courſe has not 
been firſt regularly purſued; In that caſe, 
indeed, the method I ſpeak of will ſoften 


the præp atium, and enable the patient to 


return it ; or the fame thing may be ef- 
fected by the leaden cannula contrived 
and recommended by Fallopius, to which 
I have been frequently forced to have re- | 
_ courſe, when al the Wl had diſap- 


oo. 
With 


R 
With regard to the treatment of the 


ſwelled teſticle; Dr. Sydenham does not 


give the leaſt hint, that mercurial appli- 
cations, Or preparations, are often neceſ- 
fary to ſecure the patient from the pocky 
conſequences of inflammation which hap- 
pen frequently in that tender part. 

But to conclude the ſtrictures which 
juſtice to my ſubject has obliged me, 
however unwilling, to make on this truly 
great man; the principal objection to his 
method of treating the confirmed pox lies 
againſt his truſting the cure to ſo ſmall 
a quantity of the quickſilver rubbed on 
at firſt to raiſe a ſalivation, and his de- 
pending on alteratives afterwards given 
inwardly to keep it up: for I doubt not 
of being able to demonſtrate in the proper 
place, that the ſecurity does not ariſe 
from the falivation, ſo much as from the 
quantity of quickſilver neceſſary to ex- 
en * ſymptoms. . 
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Dr. Boerhaave, after thirty ſix years 
cloſe attention to the venereal diſeaſe, 


| acknowledges, that, in a number of caſes, 
the beſt method of treating it remained 


ſtill uncertain ; and that the leaſt circum- 


ſtance miſmanaged, or overlooked, was 


productive of the moſt invincible com- 


plaints. 
After ſo candid an acknowledgement, 
may I not hope for forgiveneſs from the 


Boerhaavian ſchool, whereof many are 


now among the brighteſt ornaments of 
their profeſſion, if I take the liberty to 


diſpute ſeveral of that great man's opi- 


nions in relation to this diſeaſe ; ſince it 
cannot ſeem ſtrange, that the experience 
of thirty ſix years more, which have 


Elapſed from the time he made the ob- 


ſervation above mentioned, ſhould have 


thrown ſuch light on ſome particulars, as 


ſhews him to have been miſtaken on a 


| ſubje&t which by his own confeſſion he 


found ſo difficult? 5 Fx 


F 
I begin with obſerving, that his maxim 
of mercurial medicines being never ne- 
ceſſary in his firſt ſpecies of gonorrhea, 
does not hold univerſally, it being cer- 
tain that the pox has taken place, and 
been communicated to the wife, after 
the moſt regular treatment upon his plan; 
probably indeed owing to the patient's 
having contracted this firſt ſpecies from a 
woman who was poxed. 

In his ſecond ſpecies of the conducive 
attentive obſervers muſt have often ſeen 
the diſeaſe. creep into the inguinal glands, 
during a courſe of briſk purging, accom- 
panied with an antiphlogiſtic regimen, 
for two whole months, although the 
running has not received the leaſt cheek 
whatſoever, 

With reſpect to his third * whit 
the complaint affects Cowper's glands of 
the urethra, he remarks that the ſucceſs 
of the cure depends entirely on. the whole 
9 2 of 
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of the infectious matter flowing off by 
means of the diſcharge ; but he does not 
ſpecify when mercurials are to be uſed, 


though he obſerves very juſtly, that the 


ſevere remedy of a falivation becomes 
here often neceſſary. | SS 
To his doctrine concerning the 0 


ſpecies, where the proſtate gland is af- 


fected, I ſhould have no objection, as he 
recommends a ſalivation at once; provided 
he gave any caution about the impropriety 
of truſting to the purging courſe mixed 
with mercurials, by which the effects of 
mercury on the diſeaſe are always weak- 
enced; or provided he deſcribed the pow- 
ers which belong to decoctions of larla, 
or balſamic drinks. 

As to his fifth and laſt ſort of gonor- 
rhœa, where Morgagni's glands, and the 
ſeminal veſicles, &c. are affected, we muſt 
neceſſarily diſapprove of his reſting the 
patient's relief from this miſerable ſtate 
| =_ 


8 
on plaſters, ointments, fomentations, 
poultices, the knife, the ſweating box, 
diet drinks, abſtinence, and ſevere ſali- 
vations; without recommending, what 
we have generally ſound neceſſary in ſuch 
a caſe, the uſe of mercurial aintment 
ſo moderately applied as not to break 
down the habit, or of Peruvian bark, 
open air, milk diet, and the ſoft decoc- 
tions. 

We come now to his general maxims 
for the cure of a confirmed pox. This, 
he tells us, conſiſts in drawing off all the 
fat of the body, even to the laſt particle; 
in which fat, according to his theory, 
the whole poiſon of the venereal malady 
is lodged. For,“ continues he, “ if 
«« the leaſt particle remains, there is rea- 
«« ſon to fear a relapſe; ſo that, unleſs 
„ the oils of the body, and this poi- 
« ſon concreted in them, are entirely 
0 


N 


diſſolved, and purged off, you can ne- 
| , | : g ver . 
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« ver (if the diſeaſe is inveterate) have a 


radical cure, but only the appearance 
of one, ſuch as you will repent your 

having truſted to, very heartily. Now 
< the effects here required are to be pro- 
« duced by mercury ; on whoſe action 
© however you are not to rely, unleſs 
66 you reduce all the fat humours into 
« water, expel them completely, and 
% with them waſh off entirely the ve- 
<« nereal poiſon.” What is the infer- 
ence? * That, in order to be properly . 
« cured of the pox, the patient muſt be 

« fed on the leaneſt foods, kept in a 
% great and continued heat, reduced to 
* the paleneſs of a corpſe; in a word, 
ec totally emaciated, and the cure pro- 
tracted, till he has got rid of all his old 
t juices. If this counſel is not faithfully | 
« followed in curing him ; and if, after 


c 


* 


« you have cured him, you do not re- 
e ſtrain him, for a month or two longer, | 
, from 


8 
« from fat things of the putreſcent kind; 
« you will have cauſe” to regret your 
« having ſubjected him in vain to the 
« torture of ſo ſevere a courſe, ſince there 
will be ſtill ſome relics of the diſeaſe 
<< Jurking in the body, and buried there 
66 only for a time, to riſe again with new 


« 


* 


* ſtrength and violence.“ 
On reading, many years ago, the above 
theory of this eminent phyſiologiſt, I 
concluded from ſo high an authority, that 
the diſeaſe could not be cured radically 
by any other method, and accordingly ſet 
about treating the more ſtubborn caſes in 
his way; till I diſcovered that, notwith- 
ſtanding the firmeſt adherence to it, ob- 
ſtinate and ill-looking ſores frequently 


remained in the groins, and ſuch as were 


not to be healed, till the natural balſam 


of the blood was reſtored by freer living, 
and a fuller habit. I likewiſe found, 
that the diſeaſe was only hid by this 

85 low- 
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lowering plan, and broke out afteſh upon 
the change to a plentiful diet. Neither 


indeed could it be well expected, that, in 


a country like this, your patients would 
ſubmit to be ſtarved,- while their compa- 


nions in the ſame ſituation were recover- 


ing daily by following a reaſonable regi- 
men. 

He likewiſe urges the neceſſity of the 
fame ſevere treatment, where the diſeaſe 
lies out of the courſe of circulation, 


among the bones, and therefore out of 


the reach of mercury. In that caſe, he 
allows his patient nothing but biſcuit and 


raiſins for food, with decoctions of guaia- 
cum for drink; whereas, in our days, 


even when mercury fails, ſtrong decoc- 
tions of ſarſaparilla, without confinement 


or any particular) regimen, produce, as 


we have proved elſewhere, a ſpeedy, ſafe, 


and pleaſant cure. I have the moſt evi- 


dent proofs that fmall exfoliations, not 


0 * N EX 


EX: 


. 
extending ſo far as the ſutures which mark 
the boundaries of the ſmall bones of the 
face, are thrown off by ſtrong decoctions 
of ſarſa; though this fact is very poſitively 
contradicted by our illuſtrious author. 

The writer on this ſubject, who, of all 
that have yet treated it, ſeems beyond 
compariſon to have underſtood it beſt, is 
Dr. Aſtruc. If the following ſhort re- 
marks on his work are found juſtified by 
facts, the candid reader will, I truſt, for- 
give a freedom, which nothing but thoſe 
facts could have induced me to take with 
ſo able a profeſſor. 785 

His notion that a gonorrhœa never ter- 
minates in a pox, provided the matter 
loaded with the venereal contagion is 
freely and copiouſly diſcharged, tends to 
prevent the attention that is neceſſary for 
eradicating the whole infection; ſince we 


ſee every day, in many obſtinate gonor- 


rhœas, the worſt conſequences ariſing 
| 5 8 | abba | . #- 
| | D 1 


6 

from the leaſt neglect in proſecuting the 
antivenereal courſe to its full lengtli. 

| Nor does he appear to inculcate, with 
ſufficient force, the neceſſity of employing 
mercurials, as ſoon as the double infec- 
tion is diſcovered; neither can I find, 


that, in treating the gonorrhea, he has 


determined to what extent they muſt be 
uſed for curing 2 its pocky at- 
tendants. 1 
- He ſeems not ſufficiently aware of the 
riſk the patient runs of getting poxed by 
ſtrengthening and aſtringent medicines. 
But perhaps the French temperament and 
climate may make a more material dif- 


ference in the diſeaſe, and the effects of 


its remedies, than I have had acceſs to 


obſerve in this country. 

Towards the end of his work, he has 
given us the hiſtory of particular ſymp- 
toms and relics of this diſeaſe, that no 
_ WI _ which he was acquainted could 


remove; 


# 
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remove; ſuch'as certain ſwellings in the 
teſticles which do not yield to the hydrar- 
gyroſis, diſtortion of the penis, nodes, 
ganglions, tubercles, exoſtoſes, gummata, 
cancerous appearances, and old venereal 
ſores, ulcers in the womb, Ee. Vet 
we know aſſuredly, that all theſe may 
be cured by ſome kinds of mineral 
waters; ſtrong decoctions of ſarſa, and 
hemlock, outwardly and inwardly applied. 

If upon the faireſt trials, frequently 
repeated, | had, in all or in moſt vene- 
real cafes, found ſucceſs from the ſolution 
of corroſive ſublimate, formerly ufed in 
this country*; uſhered in afreſh by ſuch a 

maſter in medicine as Baron Van Swieten, 
and ſupported by his diſciples at Vienna, 
and elſewhere+, with the evidence of in- 


numerable cures regiſtered in their hoſpi- 5 


tals} as performed by: it ; I ſhould 1 in that 


* Turner. | | 
+ Medical Eſſays of London. L408 


88 Locker. 85 
D 2 | caſe 
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| calc hes probably ſaved the world and 
| myſelf the trouble of theſe ſheets, whereof 


one main intention is, if poſſible, to put a 


| ſtop, in theſe kingdoms, to the practice of 


relying on this corroſive medicine for the 
cure of almoſt every venereal complaint, 
however ſerious, and however much the 
object of the more momentous and ade- 

quate antidote, mercurial ointment. 8 
Whether its failure in my own expe- 
rience, or under the careful management 
of many gentlemen in the profeſſion, of 
my acquaintance, was owing to the na- 
ture of our climate, or to the ſtate of the 
Juices occaſioned by ſo much animal food, 
or to the want of ſufficient mercurial 
momentum in ſo ſmall a quantity of the 
medicine as is generally uſed, I will not 
take upon me to ſay: but I am apt to 
believe, that by continuing to prefer the 
mercurial ointment to any of the prepa- 
ions of mercury, I ſhall be frequently 
| employed 
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employed to complete, by inunction, that 


cure which others have attempted un- 
ſucceſsfully with this now ſo faſhionable 
medicine; of which I can affirm with 
certainty, that it failed very often in the 
Britiſh hoſpitals in Germany, as well as 
in the Iſle of Wight, during the laſt war; 
and that it has done infinite miſchief in 
this metropolis, under as many quackiſh 
names as there are advertiſements in the 
news papers for the cure of the complaint. 

From theſe few obſervations on what 
is advanced by ſome of the moſt cele- 
brated writers on this ſubject, J appre- 
nend it appears, that the characteriſtics 
of the venereal diſeaſe, the nature of the 
remedies, and the fitteſt time of applying 
them, have not hitherto been generally 
underſtood; and therefore it is hoped the 
preſent attempt will not be deemed unne- 
ceſſary. Jam ſure my end will be gained, 
if, by communicating information to ſome, 


and 


2 4 


4 223 }) 


and calling forth the experience of others, 


in ſo important a branch of the healing 
art, I may contribute any thing to the 
welfare of mankind. 

8 EULA N u. 
On the different ſpecies of the gonorrhea. 


HE period at which the venereal 


infection was brought from the 
Weſt Indies into Europe is ſufficiently 
aſcertained, and the rapidity with which, 


under different ſhapes, it ſoon after ſpread 
over the reſt of the world, is commonly 
known. Without dwelling on circum- 


ſtances ſo little intereſting at this time, 


we will go on to trace the diſeaſe from 


its ſimpleſt appearances to its more com- 
plicated forms, and endeavour to eſtabliſh 


ſuch rules as ſhall at once determine 


its peculiar qualities, and point out 
the remedies, together with the regi- 
| ö | men, 
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men, requiſite for the cure of its various 
ſtages. | "STE 

It has been frequently aſſerted, that 
the diviſion of the clap and pox into their 
different ſpecies is of little or no uſe. 
But if it is not known how far the diſc 
eaſe has got into the genitals in the gonor- 
| rhaa, or into the habit in the lues vene- 
rea, I ſee not how the indications of cure 
can be fo clearly diſcovered. If therefore 
we can make the divifion in queſtion ſuf- 
ficiently intelligible to a ſenſible reader, 
though no anatomiſt, and, by aſcertaining 
the exact ſtate of the diſtemper, can ex+ 
plain its proper treatment through its 
ſeveral ſtages, we ſhall have the pleaſure 
of contributing to the comfort of every 
man who wiſhes to know whether he 
has obtained a complete cure, or if not, 
whether he is in the way to it. 

A man in perfect health paſſes, by his 
urethra, urine and ſemen only, or perhaps 
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6 
now and then a little of that tranſparent 
mucus which lubricates the paſſage. The 
parts compoſing this paſſage, continued 
all the way up to the neck of the blad- 
der, are the general ſeat of the gonorrhea. 
If by manuſtupration, or early venery, he 
has weakened the ſeminal organs, he then 
often paſſes the ſeed before it is properly 
concocted or exalted, which debilitates 
the whole body, but more particularly 
the nervous ſyſtem. This 1 is called Tabes 
Dorſalis; an evil more dreadful in its 
conſequences than the moſt virulent go- 
norrhœa, and often producing tremors, 
| palſies, melancholy, and madneſs. Tali 
« tabe laborantes cœlibes vivant, niſi priùs 
« hzredes gignendi facultatem experti ſint, 
© ne nihil præter nothos et ingentem miſe- 
riam matrimonium ſequatur. I write 
as a ſurgeon, not as a caſuiſt. Of this 


gonorrhea we profeſs not to ſpeak. 


The 


0 1 | 
The moſt ample ſpecies of at ' 
contracted by infection, is diſcerned by a | 
diſcharge from the urethra, marking the 
linen with an ichorous kind of ſtain; in 
the middle of which there is commonly 
perceived a yellow or greeniſh coloured 
pus, about the ſize of a pin's head, toge- 
ther with, now. and then, a ſingle drop-of 
the ſame fort lodged in the point of 
the urethra ; and this attended with a 
ſcalding heat in the water, but without 
cordee, or any other violent ſymptom. 
When, ſome days after the knows . 
ledge of a perſon infected, there ap- 
pears an inflammation on the glans penis, 
with an oozing of matter from behind 
the nut, from the internal ſurface of the 
prepuce, or . from the glans penis, but 
without ulceration, or any diſcharge from 
the urethra itſelf, and, on being touched | 
"ry the urine, conveying the fame ſort of | 
E | bk ſen» 
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ſenſation which we call heat, of water; 
this may be ſtyled the ſecond ppecies of 
gonorrhœa. | 
When, on preſſing the nut at any 


time, eſpecially in the morning, there 
iſſues from the urethra a quantity of pu- 
rulent matter, which ſeems to come from 
the body of the gland, or not farther 
back than about an inch from the orifice 
of the urethra; I would call this the 
third ſpecies. As it is the moſt common 


ſort of any, ſo it is uſually of” long con- 
tinuance. 


When a plentiful diſcharge of matter 


* into the whole cavity of the ure- 
thra, and is ſuppoſed to have affected 
Cowper's glands, I would term it 15 
fourth ſpecies of gonorrhœa. 

In the fifth, the 1 comes al 
the way from the neck of the bladder, 


1 and in very large quantities, attended 
11 | - | 3 | : With 


0 ) 

with continual difficulty in making wa- 
ter, a fetid ſmell, and impoſthumations 
outwardly on the perinæum, and ad 
anum. aig wy 

If all theſe ſymptoms are advanced a 
ſtage higher, ſo as to affect the ſeminal 
veſicles, and to produce incontinency of 
water, or an incapacity of retaining the 
ſeed, it has been conſidered by ſome _ 
authors, as another, and the laſt ſpecies 
of gonorrhea 5 3; 

To me.it appears, that this ſort, and 
the two immediately preceding, may be 
properly conſidered as pocky appearances, 
and ought certainly at once to be treated 
as ſuch, ſince they will not yield to any 
medicine merely antiphlogiſtic. 8 | 

Having thus deſcribed the different 
ſpecies of gonorrhea, fo as to enable 
any patient of ordinary underſtanding, 
to diſcover with exactneſs the ſtage of 
his diſtemper, I now proceed to point 
* | Woo i, out 
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out the cure, after premiſing ſome obſer« 


vations, partly for the ſake of preventing 


miſtakes, and partly for paving the way to 


what ſhall follow. 


SECTION III. 
Neceſſary obſervations. 
N the firſt place, it is but fair to ac- 


knowledge, that where there is viru- 


lence in the gonorrhea, our art cannot 


cure it ſpeedily, and effectually, at the 


fame time. Therefore the patient ſhould 
not expect, nor the phyſician promiſe it; 
Unleſs the ſevereſt regimen is obſerved, it 
will often run out to two or three months, 
and in ſome caſes to five or ſix. I 
In the next place, I muſt take the li- 


: berty to ſay, that the impropriety of ens 


bliſhing infallible maxims never appeared 
more evident, than in the principal one 


which has been fo frequently laid down 


— "I ? N 
5 ** 4 = 6 : On 


| (2) 
on this ſubject; namely, 20 a large and 
continued running, kept up either by 
medicines, or by other proper methods, 
is the greateſt preſervative againſt a clap's 
becoming a confirmed pox : for, if the 5 
clap be of a bad fort, it will in many 


caſes become a pox, by truſting to that 1 


very running ; whereas, by the ſeaſonable 


interpoſition of mercury, the cure might 
be diſpatched time enough to avoid ſo 
diſagreeable an event. There are many - 


people indeed, who, from an apprehenſion x 
of mercury's producing pernicious effects 
on the conſtitution, will ſcarcely conſent 
to the uſe of it at all in what they call a 
clap. It will afterwards appear how ill 
grounded their fears are on this head. 
The maxim above mentioned is, I con- 
feſs, of real uſe, when it ſuperſedes the 
neceffity of employing aſtringents or in- 
jections, till there has been time giyen ts 
remove the virulence, or When it prevents 
9 „„ 9 con- 


p £30 -7 
confiding in thoſe whoſe boaſted expedi- 
tious methods of treatment are calculated 
to ruin, not to fave. 

For my own part, I hold it as a prin- 
ciple, never to uſe either aſtringents, in- 
jections, or balſamics, but in caſes of 
extremity ; nor even then, till I have, by 

a courſe of mercurial inunctions, provided 
againſt all the ill conſequences of the diſ- 
eaſe, (ſuppoſing it to prove obſtinate, 
and the running to continue diſcoloured) 
as well as againſt any retention of mor- 
bid matter, by promoting in every poſſible 
way a free diſcharge for a proper time; 
and let me add, not till I have likewiſe 

tried, without effect, every method to 

reſtore the tone both of the part, and of 
the habit, in the manner that will be 

- hereafter explained. 

To briſk purgatives in this Adi 

I am utterly averſe ; and the gentler ones 

I am for uſing more rarely than is com- 

„ 19 monly 


1 69 | 
monly practiſed. In truth, I generally 
ſuſpect long continued diſcharges F as tend- 


ing to produce a pox, or at leaſt obſtruc- 
tions of the urethra, which laſt are not 
curable by topical applications alone. 

During the whole courſe of a virulent 
| gonorrhea, there is danger of its being 
carried into the habit, by every thing that 
ſtops the diſcharge before the infection i is 
removed. The diſcharge will be. ſtopt 
by hurried walks, 6r violent exerciſe of 
any kind, eſpecially on horſeback ; or by 
| ſtrong and draſtic purges, whether com- 
mon or mercurial, or by catching cold, 
or a fever fit, while under 2 Purging 
courſe. 

It deſerves particular notice, chat every 
thing promoting erections of the. penis 
increaſes inflammation, ſends* the in- 
fection further back into the urethra, | 
keeps up the diſeaſe, and often ſubjects | 
the patient to all the inconveniences of a 


freſh 


5 . 

freſh antiphlogiſtic regimen for two of 
three weeks, in the ſame manner as if 
the cure was but juſt begun. Among 
the cauſes of ſuch erections, may be 
reckoned. chiefly a turtle feaſt*, a fiſh 
diet, hearty dinners, onions, ſpiceries f, 
high ſeaſoned foods of every fort, fer- 
mented liquors, hot ſuppers, women's 
company, and libidinous converſation. 


* have not only often ſeen the diſeaſe recur, with 
all the ſymptoms of its firſt ſtage, in conſequence of 
a turtle feaſt ; but have once known a running, with 
inflammation, brought on by the ſame means, in a 
ſober married man, who had been free from infection 
for many years: at leaſt I could not trace it to any 
other ſource. 


+ * informed by a friend lately arrived from the 
*- Iſlands of Bourbon, that, having one day pat a par- 

oel of the Cayenne pepper in a handkerchief round his 
waiſt, his black ſervant told him, it would give him the 
clap. He had not ſeen a woman for eight months 
before. The prophecy was fulfilled in a day or two; 
and he found it neceſſary to be cured in the common 

Way, by the advice of a ſurgeon there, who ſaid it 
was a very uſual effect of that ſpice in thoſe iſlands, 
I mention this only as matter of curioſity,  - 


It 


( i. Þ 
If” ever a ſtrict attention to regimen is 
neceſſary in any diſeaſe, it is certainly 
in chins where the infection is recalled; 
into the habit by every deviation in Paints 


of diet, or of exerciſe.  - - _ 
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On the cure of the gonorrhea. . | 


o - 


HE generality of authors are aptced; 
| that purging is the remedy for the 
gonorrhea, as is ſalivation for a confirmed 
pox : but it has not been explained with 
ſufficient exactneſs, when the farſt cannot | 
anſwer, any more than why the laſt often 
fails; nor whence proceeds the inefficacy 
in the former caſe, or what. reſources in 
both caſes are ſtil] left. | 

If procuring from two to four tools 
every other day, for the firſt faurteen 
days, and the ſame number every third 
1 during the ſecond fourteen days, does 

F not 


3 * 


not conſiderably diminiſh the running, or 


change the yellow or yellowiſh-green- 


matter into a diſcharge more ſeminal, 
ropy, and diluted in its colour ; I ſhould 


not heſitate in ſuch a circumſtance, even 
though the cordee or heat of urine were 
not removed, (and they will ſometimes 


remain as at firſt) to apply ſuch a prepa- 
ration of mercury, as I thought ſafeſt, 
and fit to be uſed in the largeſt quantity. 
What that is, will be determined after- 
wards. 

If the form of pills is preferred by the 
patient to half an ounce or more of ſalts 
and manna, (of each equal parts) then 
from ten to fifteen grains of jalap rot, 
with as much nitre, mixed up into pills 


of the common ſize, will probably be a 


proper vey for producing the deſired 

effect. 
Dr. if the form of 'an aaa i is yet 
more agreeable, the following, which 1 
would 


8 * 5 


would 9 hs Elect. Diaſenæ, will an- 
ſwer every purpoſe chat! is to wy obtained 


by purging. 


R. Flea. lenitiv. Auel vi. 
Pulv. e tragacanth. comp. unc. fs. 
— fol. ſenæ drach. ii. 

jalap. drach. ils. .. > 

| Syrup. roſar. ſolutiv. q. f. fiat Geäst! 3 
cujus capiat q. n. m. majoris alterna vel 
tertia nocte, vel pro re nata. . 


i intend of fach a» cont you purge 
daily, what is the conſequence? You ' 
keep up a continual irritation on the 
bladder, by the teneſmus attending fre- 
quent purging, and an inclination to 
make water, or a ſtimulus all along the 
urethra, where the diſeaſe firſt lodges $2 
than which nothing is more likely to pro- 


5 long the inflammation, or to provoke 4 


| gleet. Now all this is prevented by 
gentle phyſic, taken every fecond or third 
day _ | 


F 2 - It 
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It is a common practice to be perpe- 


tually diluting with large quantities of 

ſmall drinks, ptiſans with nitre, &c. 

. When the pain in making water is not 
extreme, a moderate quantity of ſoften- 

ing liquors, ſuch as milk and water, wa- 

ter gruel, or linſeed tea, anſwers the pur- 

poſe much better, and flows off with leſs 


1 trouble, and fewer calls on the patient. 
[ | An attSition to this circumſtance will, 

$ Wi befides preventing much pain, forward 
10 the cure not a little. 
0 . | It is acknowledged, that, in very irri- 

| | table or ſpaſmodic habits, gum arabic, 

; i; | and ſyrup of white poppies, are always 


uſeful, and ſometimes neceſſary. 


As to nitre, and diuretics in general, 
my objection to them is not anſwered 
by their antiphlogiſtic effects, while the 

| fame effects can be produced by dilyent 
and ſoftening drinks, or by bleeding, and 5 
abſtinence from fleſh, and from wine, 
1 ſpirits, 


„ 
ſpirits, or fermented liquors of any ſort; 
and, above all the reſt, by repoſe. By 


repoſe, I mean a ſedentary life during 
the cure, or at leaſt ſlow motion, either 
on foot, or in an eaſy carriage, and off 
the ſtreets. | 
Wherever pain in erection, or heat of 
urine, or ſeveriſh ſymptoms, grow to any 
height, bleeding is the ſovereign remedy. 
In reality, it ſhould be uſed in all ples» 
thoric habits, and in every caſe where the 
pain is occaſioned by exceſſive acrimony. | 
A truſs for the ſcrotum ſerves, beyond 
any thing, to keep off inflammation in the 
ſpermatic organs. It ſhould be worn from 
the firſt appearance of the a till it 
has ceaſed ſome weeks. 
From what has been POET in defortbiing 
the different ſpecies of the gonorrhea, it 
will eaſily be diſcovered, where the anti- 
phlogiſtic plan is ſuccerding, where exter- 
nal applications will be- uſeful, and like- 
e | —_ _ 


wiſe in what caſes recourſe muſt be had 
to the great ſpecific. 

It has been generally believed, that the 
eure of the clap is beſt promoted by what 
| ever encourages the diſcharge, particularly 

1 by briſk purgatives repeated daily, or at 
leaſt frequently. If by ſuch are meant 
refins of jalap, and ſcammony, pulp of 
colocynth, and gamboge, I muſt diſap- 
prove of their uſe, even though recom- 
mended by a Turner, a Sydenham, or a 
Boerhaave, who believed that the putrid 
infection was carried off by them moſt 
effectually. It ſeems to me, that they can 
only be warrantable, if given once or 
twice a week, and this in robuſt conſtitu- 
tions; ſince they always heat the body 
more or leſs, hurt the ſtomach, inflame the 
blood, and often bring on a ſtrangury or 
dyſury in a great degree, ſo as to increaſe 
the difeaſe by every new doſe; or at beſt 
* produce the moſt tedious gleets. 
155 When, 


1 
When writers talk of fuſing the hu⸗- 
mours by ſuch purgatiues, I would aſſc 
what they mean. Are the humours fuſed, 
when fever is brought on, with great in- 
flammation, ſwelled teſticles, | and fizy 
blood ? Are the humours fuſed, where 
the running is ſtopt, and the virulence 
conveyed. into the courſe of circulation, ſo 
as to occaſion ſpurious buboes, and glan- 
dular or lymphatic ſwellings, that are 
ſcarcely to be reſolved by flannel, mercury, 
ſarſa, or hemlock * | 31 10 


SECTION v. 
| Remarks on the firſt and ſecond ſpecies. | 
II ATT has been now offered may | 


be conſidered as containing gene- 
ral rules for the cure of the gonorrhœa. 
It may not be amiſs to ſubjoin ſome parti- 
cular obſervations, with reſpect to the firſt 
and ſecond ſpecies, as before deſcribed, | 
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„ 
and diſtinguiſhed; ſince they belong moſt 
properly to this ſtage of the diſtemper, 


and do not put on the packy appearances 
| which are often aſſumed by the reſt, and 
which require on that account a any dif- 


ferent management. 

In the firſt, or moſt Smiple des of 
the gonorrhœa, a few doſes of ſalts and 
manna diſſolved in whey, and taken at the 
interval of two or three days, with quiet 


and ſober living, will in the ſpace of two 


or three weeks produce a perfect cure. If 
matters muſt be hurried, injections may 
perhaps be uſed in the firſt ſpecies with- 
out much hazard; there being hardly 
morbid matter in ſuch quantity as to break 
in upon the habit. In this caſe, and in 
this alone, would I take upon me to af- 
firm, that mercury can never be neceſſary. 

In the ſecond ſpecies, where ſo conſider- 


able a part of the diſeaſe is external, fo- 


mentations of the emollient ; kind, and 
poul- 


N 
poultices of wheat-bread and milk, fre- 
| quently renewed, are of very conſiderable 
benefit, if uſed along with the purga- 
tives, &c. before preſcribed, unleſs where 
the infection is caught from a pocky 
patient, as happens frequently ; in which 
caſe, the great ſpecific becomes abſolutely 
neceſſary. 


2 SECTION VI. 


8 1 


N every ſpecies of the clap, + whey 
there is inflammation, fomentations 
and poultices are uſeful, ſo far as they 
| abate the heat and tenſion, ' preſerve 
cleanlineſs, or promote the diſcharge. 
When the cure is no longer dependent 
on the antiphlogiſtic method, Dr. Boer- 
haave ſeems to reſt too much on their 


operation, 


6 Milk 
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Milk and water of a proper warmth, 
in a half-pint ſtone veſſel, in which the 
penis can be ſoaked twice or thrice. a day, 


is ſufficient for the general purpoſe of 
fomentation. | | 

I ſaid before, that any plan of medi- 
cine, or any regimen, excluſive of mer- 
cury, will not effect what I plead for, 
the curing ſpeedily the virulent gonor- 
rhœa, where it has been of long ſtand- 
ing, or has got far back into the ure- 
1 thra. Inſtead therefore of expoſing the 


patient, by a ſevere and tedious purging 
courſe, to the hazard of a fever, and its 
attendants, viz. a checked diſcharge, and 
ſwelled teſticles, or perhaps a confirmed 
pox; I would propoſe that, as ſoon as 
there 1s a remiſſion in the heat of water 
and cordee, the inguina, pudenda, or 
thighs, ſhould be anointed with mercu- 
rial ointment as deſcribed below, or the 
blue or Belloſte's pill given twice a weeks. 
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confiſting of ten grains to a doſe; and in- 
termixed with the purging courſe at proper 
intervals. The conſequence of this treat- 
ment is a ſpeedy amendment of the colour, 
and abatement of the diſcharge, as well as i 
of all the ſymptoms, till they totally ceaſe. 

By a judicious combination of the above 
methods, it is propoſed to remedy effec- 
tually all the difficulties common in the 
fourth, fifth, and fixth ſpecies of the 
gonorrhea, 


"$xCTLOoON. 
Of the ſwelled teſticle. 


HE ſwelled teſticle I mentioned i in 
the firſt ſection as a circumſtance 
peculiarly diſagreeable. I have already 
obſerved, that it is generally produced 
by daly and repeated draſtic purging, by 
being expoſed to cold during the courſe, | 


or cd living too freely, and taking too 
G 2 much 
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much exerciſe in the firſt ſtage of the diſ- 
eaſe. When I hint at the inflammation; 
brought on in ſuch caſes, I would be un- 
derſtood to comprehend not only that. 
affecting the teſticle itſelf, but its appen- 
dages, the epididymis, ſpermatic cord, 
vaſa deferentia, &c. which, without 
the ſtricteſt attention, end in ſarcocele, 
ſuppuration, hydrocele, ſcirrhus, and 
3 TE 
In the inflammatory ſtage, every one is 
agreed as to the propriety of bleedings, 
repeated according to circumſtances, and 
likewiſe as to the utility of fomentations, 
with an antiphlogiſtic regimen of the ſe- 
yereſt ſort ; that is, abſtinence from meat, 
and even broths, as well as from all fer- 
mented liquors, excepting ſmall beer. 
Where there is ſizy blood, this is ſtill 
abſolutely neceſſary. 
Dr. Sydenham, and many of our beſt 
n, talk much of alter of bean 
5 flower, 
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flower, litharge with vinegar, &e. But 
theſe render the ſolution of the inflamed 
part more difficult; and, what is much 
worſe, produce ſuch a ſcirrhus in the 
teſticle, or its n as is not to 
be reſolved. 215153 % hola 

Poultices _ bras AP 2b with 
linſeed flower, white lily roots, fenu- 


greek ſeed, &c. are better calculated to 


promote the ſolution of the diſeaſe, by a 
diſcharge from the urethra of the ob- 

| ſtructing, and perhaps virulent, matter. 
This is much the readieſt way of clearing 
the teſticle perfectly, without which there 
frequently remains an unconquerable gleet. 
80 long therefore as any hardneſs conti- | 

nues in the teſticle, or in the ſpermatie | 
veſlels, eſpecially ' in the vas deferens, ſo 
long the teſticle. muſt be conſidered as 
diſeaſed body, and conſequently IE 
40 0 relapfas. en 40 ff Is 


* 


. 

The generality of writers have Deen 
extremely deficient in not marking, 

ſufficient accuracy, the miſchiefs ariſin 
from the leaſt neglect in this particular. 
If at any time I find it impracticable to 
clear the teſticle, by the antiphlogiſtic 
regimen now pointed out, and extended 
according to circumſtances, I am never 

ſatisfied, till Thave led the patient through 
ſuch an antivenereal courſe, as ſhall en- 
ſure him againſt any future uneaſineſs 


from that quarter. | 
_ Beſides rubbing mercury on the part 
(if free from pain) or on the inguina and 
thighs, I keep the teſticle always ſuſ< 
pended with 'a bag truſs, and confine the 
patient to bed, for five or ſix weeks if 
neceſſary, fomentin g the part with hem 
lock, and plying him inwardly with ſtrong 
decoctions of ſarſa, bardana, and extract 
of hemlock; not forgetting, all the while, 
to carry the mercurial unctions to their 
Full extent. Fn I 
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I cannot forbear taking notipe. here of 
the ſingular uſe I have found in hemlock 
outwardly applied, as well as inwardly 
given ; particularly in the caſe of Bm 
whoſe teſticles had been both condemned 
to the knife. A ſcirrhoſity, accompany- 
ing the hydrocele in each, and left by the 
operation, did ſtill remain, notwithſtand- 
ing a proper mercurial courſe, and an 
ample diſcharge by the 2 till diſ- 
ſolved by hemlock. 955 : 
Buy ſuch methods I have cud diſeaſed 
teſticles of two or three years ſtanding, 
even when ulcerated, and where the ſcir- 

rhus had begun to be affected with prick- 
| ing and lancing pains. 
It is obſervable, that ſwellings of long 
continuance, which occaſion the vaſa de- 
ferentia to be knotted like a ſtring of 
| beads, are of very difficult reſolution. 
Such a ſtate requires a ſupine poſture for 
the tedious ſpace of ſix weeks, or perhaps 


more, 


CW) 
more; as well as a purulent or gleety diſ- 
charge from the urethra, beſides the re- 
ſources above named. 
Surely then, where copious diſcharges 
from the urethra prove ſo uſeful, the in- 
terrupting them by drying medicines, 
aſtringent applications, and injections, 
cannot fail in many caſes to produce irre- 


mediable evils: 


SECTION vn. 
Of gleets. 


HIS is a word in every one's 
mouth, and made uſe of by many 
to cloak their ignorance with regard to 
te real cauſe which ſo often renders the 
diſeaſe obſtinate, as well as with rela- 
tion to the proper method of removing it. 

When the running continues beyond 
three weeks or a moth, whether ſtill 


diſcoloured, or become clear and ropy, 


/ 


it 


— 


N 
it is called a Gleet, and muſt be attacked 
with agglutinants, balſamics, and aſtrin- 
gents, in every ſhape. | 

If the diſeaſe is ripe for ſuch medicines, 
it will ſtop by the uſe of ſome one or 
other of the claſs juſt mentioned, or even 
by abſtaining totally from purging. | 

If, on the. contrary, the matter is not 
ropy, but continues ſhort like melted tal- 
low, and the infection is {till lurking in 
the part ; ſuch medicines will indeed often 
put a ſtop to the gleet, as it is called, and 
produce a confirmed pox. Almoſt every 
| one knows this to be a fact; but how to 
| prevent the bad effects of ſuch a proceſs, 
is known only to few. _ | 
It frequently happens, that the diſ- 
charge continues for many months, in 
ſpite of every attempt by medicines given 
inwardly, as well as by injections. This 
is the great difizgulty, and requires a more 


1 _—_ 


Fn FL. 
lar attention, as it is ſo common 
Jun II. 3 
T 

S Fþ cruſh | 
every young ſurgeon, at his firſt viſits, to 
inform himſelf exactly as to the time 
when the running firſt. began, and whe- 
ther it was attended with ſymptoms of 


cordee, heat of water, &c. or whether it 
is ſuppoſed to have ariſen from any former 
infection reappearing upon exerciſe, freer 
living, &c. and if ſo, to learn every cir- 
cumſtance of that infection, of its dura- 
tion, and former treatment, He-ſhould 
likewiſe ſee the ſtream in which the urine 
flows, whether large, ſmall, or ſcattered, 
in order to be acquainted with the exact 
ſtate of the paſſage; for he may be ſure, 
that old complaints there, lengthened out 
by the nature of the infection, by the par- 
ticular habit of body, or by unſkilful ma- 
nagement, muſt have more or leſs affected 
the urethra, by contracting its diameter, or 

| filling 


filling it with caruncles, which are very 
ſenfible to the touch of the bougie, though 
ſeldom ſeen upon diſſection, at Lleaſt as 
anatomiſts affirm. , 


If the diſcharge has manifeſtly the aps 
pearance of a freſh clap, attended with in- 
flammatory ſymptoms, it will be time 


enough to examine the urethra with a 
bougie, when, although your method of 
cure may have removed the inflammation, 
it has yet not carried off the gleet. In that 
caſe, it will help to ſave your own credit, 
as well as prevent much anxiety: to your 
patient, if you examine whether any local 
complaint in the urethra be the cauſe of 
its ſtubbornneſs. If the bougie paſſes 


freely, you will do well to ſet about the 


cure by a proper — of W 
rubbed on. 704 
This quantity can, I think, be aſcer · 
tained only by the change brought upon 
the matter, in reſpect of its colour or eon- 


it J 
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ſiſtence. Where ſuch change does not 
take place, as will ſometimes happen, 
I rub on three or four ounces, ſo as 
ſcarcely to leave the pothbility of a pocky 


cauſe remaining. 


How many obſtinate gleets of two, 


Abree, or four years ſtanding, have we ſeen 
effectually cured by mercurial inunction, 


when almoſt every other medicine had 
been tried in vain! Were we diſpoſed to 
ſpeculate, we ſhould ſay, that in theſe 


caſes an internal chancre had kept up the 


diſcharge, and that the diſcharge had pre- 


| ſerved the body in ſuch a ſtate, as not 


to be greatly hurt by the continuance of 


the diſtemper. | 

Should the ſeat of the irate: or of 
the ulcer, lie about the proſtate gland, 
calloſities will be felt pretty diſtinctly 


near _ anus, on the raphe or the pe- 


rinæum, and generally attended with a 
ſtrangury. To determine with preciſion 
e ö | the 


EN IM. 
the place where theſe ulcers or chancres 
are formed, I know not any ſuch proper 
method, next to that of uſing a bougie or 

probe bent like a catheter, as deſiring 
005 patient, while he is making water, to 
preſs all along the urinary canal with his 
finger, till he comes to that point where 
the water in paſſing occaſions moſt pain; | 
for there the carnoſities, ſcars, or ſtric- 
tures, are probably formed. To this 
point (after a thorough courſe of unction 
on the thighs) direct frictions, gummous, 
and reſinous, or emollient applications 
: gutwardly, and bougies inwardly uſed 
with judgment and perſeverance. 
| By theſe means, -the paſſage will in 
molt caſes be again cleared, at leaſt to a 
tolerable degree; the habit will be recti- 
fied, and the gleet dried up. 
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SE GT oN K. 
Of bougres, 


Bob the middle of the ſixteenth 
century, the nature of obſtruc- 


tions in the urethra began to be under- 


ſtood, and treated with ſucceſs by both 


regulars and empirics. Of the ingredi- 


ents whereof bougies- were compoſed we 
have ſeveral formulas in the books of that 


age, and their utility has been proved 


in every ſucceeding period. 

Some years ago it was ſuppoſed, that an 
eminent writer on the maladies of the 
urethra poſſeſſed a compoſition of greater 


efficacy than any uſed by other ſurgeons ; 


and his extraordinary ſucceſs has been 
aſcribed by the public to- the peculiar 
properties of his bougies. Almoſt all the 


preſent writers contend, that the common 


baugie is as good as Mr. Daran 8. But 


= J muſt 


. 
I muſt needs fay, that his method of ap» 
plying them ſeems much better adapted 
to the nature of the complaint, than any 
other generally known. Who in this 


country, for example, perſeveres in cheir 
uſe with ſuch aſſiduity as that gentleman; 
beſides the flight of hand in introducing 
them, which he has acquired from having 


made it the ſtudy of his life? What 


ſurgeon but himſelf paſſes them twiee or 
thrice a day, confines his patients to their 
couch, viſits them at a ſtated hour, regu- 
lates every meal and every cup- of drink, 
increaſes and diminiſhes the fize of the 
bougie, changes the application aceord- 
ing to circumſtances, fixes their opera- 
tion on the diſeaſed part ſo nicely, or, hy 
ſuch extenſive acquaintance with the prin- 
cipal difficulties of this kind throughout 
Europe, knows how to remedy them? 
In ſhort, I cannot help ' thinking, that 
Mr. Daran is entitled to ſuperior ſucceſs 


by 


"> S 
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by ſuperior merit ; at the ſame time that 
I acknowledge, he gives the whole a 
myſterious air, which ſavours more of 
quackery than of ſound theory, or en 
lightened practice. 
I have not been able to diſcover why 
Dr. Aſtruc prefers the leaden bougies to 
the common ſort, or why he repreſents | 
- the laſt, of which we all know. ſo much 
n as ineffectual. 7 

I cannot leave the article of bougies, 
* mentioning. a caſe I lately met 
with, of a kind of i impotence ariſing from 
a ſtricture very near the glans penis; 
where it occurred to me, that an obſtruc- 
tion ſo near the point might, on attempt- 
ing coition, affect the ſeminal veſicles fo 
ſenſibly as always to occaſion the ſemen 
being thrown off, ante veſtibulum orci : : 
and ſo it was in fact; for, by the uſe of 
the bougies, the obſtructich was ſpeedily 
removed. I was told by my patient's 

. wife, 


"" 09 
wie, that I had been of great ſervice, 
and that, if her huſband had applied to 
me ſooner, he might have been cured 
long ago. The good woman lies in as 
this time. 

| STE PT'O Nix 
; Of buboes. 

UCH has been written about ve- 
LY A nereal buboes, enough to con- 
found even thoſe who are not beginners. 
The following facts concerning them are 
true, and may I hope be uſeful to explain 
the difficulties that occur on this part of 
the ſubject. 1700 a | 

| Buboes appear ſingly, as well as accom- 
panied with other venereal fymptoms. 
Before they come to maturity, the pa- 

tient is generally oppreſſed about the præ- 
cordia ; which does not, I think, happen 
in any degree of comparifon, under any 

I other 
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other circumſtance of the pox. As ſoon! 


as the matter flows off, the patient is 
greatly relieved, though they do not heal 
without a relapſe, (even where they have 
not appeared, till after the venereal courſe 


has been thought complete) unleſs indeed 


they are aſſiſted by perſevering in that 
courſe, or by mercurial alteratives. 


The French practice of repelling bu- 


boes and purging them off, I have not 


found to anſwer, though tried with the 
utmoſt care. Rubbing the mercurial 
ointment on the bubo itſelf, ſerves only 
to repel the diſeaſe into the habit, let the 
quantity rubbed on be ever ſo proper. 
Ulcers in the throat, or foul bones, are 
often the immediate conſequence. And 
here, once for all, I declare loudly againſt 
every mercurial application to the diſeaſed 
or ulcerated part, in every venereal caſe ; 
till the general habit is thoroughly recti- 
fied Ang a Rm oquate; 
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3 2 the bubo is not from its firſt appear- 
ance attended with conſiderable pain, its 
ſuppuration will advance ſlowly; and 


| therefore the patient ſhould not wait for 
it, but immediately ſet about his cure 
with mercurials, and ſuffer the bubo to 
take its chance : otherwiſe he may in- 
creaſe his diſeaſe by a digeſtive. regimen, 
and give it time to ſpread by delaying 
the uſe of the ſpecific. The whole ſhould 


be allowed to ripen, before it is opened. 


Provided the blood be otherwiſe in a good 
ſtate, it will ſoon heal, and fill up, even 
if opened only by a longitudinal inciſion, 


without . torturing the edges with the 


knife, or deſtr roying them by cauſtic ap- 


plications. 


If the blood and j juices be tainted a 
a ſcorbutic, ſcrophulous, or cancerous qua- 
lity, the ſore will not ſoon look kind- 


ly, whether treated in the way of any 
outward application, or of any internal 


5 


FS: _ courſe. 
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courſe. In the ſcorbutic and ſcrophulous 
ſtate, antiſcorbutics, ſtrengtheners, and 


open air, will mend the appearances and 
heal the ſores, if a ſufficient quantity of 
mercury has been likewiſe uſed. It is in 

the caſe of ſcrophula chiefly, that mer- 


cury does moſt miſchief, notwithſtanding 


what the celebrated Ballonius fays of its 
virtues in the ſtruma. 


I have never met with any incurable 


cancerous buboes. They have indeed 


often gone on for many months; but they 
have always diſappeared, as the habit 


mended. Of late years at Jeaſt, opium f 


given inwardly, and preparations of hem- 1 
lock both outwardly and inwardly admi- 


niſtered, have, With the aſſiſtance of 


country air and a heartier diet, hardly ever, 


4 


failed to promote a digeſtion, and effect 


a curę in a reaſonable time. To ſay the ” 
truth, I have, in many caſes where 1 5 
could sive no relief by « other means, ex- 


Si Perieneed | 
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potiohces: ſuch frequent good effects of 


Storck's hemlock, and aconite medicines, 


as convince me,' that there has been fore 
want of candour in crying them down 10 N 


ſtrongly without fairer trials. 1 have, 0 


for ſome years nt, given above ten 
pound weight of the extract of cicuta an- 
nually, in which time, it is certain I have 
both frequently ſucceeded, and frequently 
failed. I have failed however feldomer 
in mending the face of cacotthic fores, 
than i in any other circutfiflance.” n 


SECTION xl. 
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of eh 

HER E there is not venereal virus 
1 ſufficient to produce apy. other 
” ſymptom: but a chancre on the præputium, 
5 glans penis, I confider the caſe. as the 
moſt ſimple ſpecies of pox, but yet Hard- 
5 = ever, * 1 ſhould fay never. to 
A | x be 
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be cured radically, without a mercurial 
courſe. A plentiful diſcharge from the 
chancre, promoted by emollient and de- 
tergent applications, if not of the mercu- 
rial kind will, no doubt, forwards the 
cure conſiderably : but I am forced to 
differ from Dr. Boerhaave and others, 
when they ſuppoſe the appearance in 
queſtion to be a local complaint only, and 
ſuch as may be cured by external applica- 
tions. Let it be added, that every mer- 
curial application to the chancre itſelf, 
whether i in the ſhape of ointment, or of 
mercury in ſolutis principiis, as the che- 
miſts affect to call it, will for the moſt 
part only hide the diſeaſe, or drive it to 
the inguinal and axillary glands, to the 
tonſils, or even to the bones themſelves, 
unleſs a complete antivenereal courſe be 
purſued; and yet nothing iÞ more com- 
mon than dreſſing the chancre with every 
ſpecies of mercurial dreſſings. N or is 
„ 


6 

any practice more uſual than the putting 
ſuch a patient on a courſe of purgatives 
with mercurials intermixed 3 which me- 
thod often produces a running from the 

| urethra, and tranſlates the chancre to its 
| internal ſurface. Nö ſooner is this effect 
ed, than it paſſes for a gleet only, and 
the chancre is forgot ; turpentines and 
other balſamics are preſcribed, the run- 
ning ſtops, and the ſurgeon, who acts on 
ſuch a plan, takes his leave. - Obſerve 
the conſequence : On the firſt debauch; 
or viclne exerciſe, the gleet returns; and 5 
if the unhappy patient has been again 
living at large, the running is conſidered 
as a freſh infection; at beſt he is put on a 
purging courſe for twenty or thirty days; 
without any change on the colour of the 


diſcharge, or diminution in its quantity; 


and after ſix weeks it is referred to a for- 
mer taint, and the ſame cruel game is 
played with the conſtitution, which with- 


out 


8 
— 
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_—_ 
out the ſtrength of a Hereules, the pas 


tience of a Job, and the aſſiſtance of a 
maſter in the profeſſion, ends in an incu- 


_ rable gleet, or leaves the urethra in. a 


chancrous/ Rate, full of ſtrictures and 
carnoſities. ; 


S. E CT. ION. XIL;--- --+ 
of other pocky Symptoms. 1 0 


FER what has been already aid b 
on the nature of venereal infection, | 
dae the method of treating it in the cir- : 
cumſtances above ſtated, it will gene 
rally be underſtood how to apply the 
doctrine to all the other appearances. of 
the diſeaſe, however raultiplied. - But let 


it be ſtill remembered, that the more nu- 
merous the marks of infection are, the 


more neceſſary it will be to attend to 
the quality of the conſtitution, to the 
Huan, 
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quantity of mercury requiſite, and the 
regimen adapted to both. 

It will naturally be aſked here, Does 
the whole cure then conſiſt in uſing a 
proper quantity of mercurial ointment, 
with a proper attention to thoſe few 
circumſtances? I anſwer, that, where 
the body is otherwiſe in perfect health, 
it generally does ; not elſe. For ex- 

ample, a man catches the diſeaſe after a 
4 long ſea voyage, or a ſevere campaign: 
in this caſe, though perhaps to outward 
appearance all looks well, the' blood is 
yet often ſo much diſtempered, that the 
ſymptoms ſoon grow untoward, or ſhew 
themſelves obſtinate, and the patient is 
broke down, before you are aware. Or 
ſuppoſe he has got a clap only ; the heat 
of urine continues beyond the uſual period, 
the erections are frequently intolerable, 
the cordee remains for weeks together, 
eroſions behind the glans penis make their 
K appear- 
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appearance, and this ſo equivocal that 
you can ſcarce ſay to what degree the 
infection is advanced, and neither pur- 
ging nor mercurials are effectual, ſo. as 
greatly to perplex the patient, and per- 
haps not a little to puzzle the phyſician. 

If it happens to be the pox, and the 
chancres cannot be brought to a kindly 
diſcharge, but on the contrary ſpread and 
inflame, the bubo will neither ſuppurate, 
nor can it be healed; and if the diſeaſe by 
neglect, or by the malignity of the in- 
fection, becomes more complicated, and 
leſs governable, the uſual treatment fails. 
The ſame thing takes place, to a greater or 
leſs degree, in a ſcrophulous or cancerous 
habit, and produces almoſt inſuperable 
difficulties; unleſs the patient is fortunate. 
enough to fall into the hands of a man of 
medical learning, or large experience, who 
knows how to reſtore the blood to a bal- 
| famic ſtate, and thereby to diſentangle the | 
| infection 


(WF) 
infection from the habit with efficacy 
certainty, and ſpeed. 

To promote ſuch a ſtate of the juices, 
was probably the cauſe of introducing - 
the uſe of diet drinks, almoſt as ſoon as 
this malady was known ; and in countries 
where the perſpiration is exceſſive, and 
the fluids are thin, the contagion was to 
be carried off by the balſamic or active 
qualities of thoſe drinks. N | 

It will, I am afraid, be reckoned a 
kind of hereſy to maintain, that the 
guaiacum 1s of little or no virtue in the 
venereal diſeaſe. Volumes have been writ- 
ten to extol its powers. Dr. Boerhaave 
has rendered the name of Hutten immor- 
tal, by the manner in which he eſpouſes 
his method of giving it. True it is, he 
wrote in Holland, and, it may be gene- 
rally preſumed, With a peculiar eye to 
Dutch conſtitutions, or phlegmatic ha- 
bits, in which this medicine might poſſi- 

. _ 
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bly faceed. This much However f Gat 
freely affirm, tha 


I have given it, or ſeen 
athout number, in al- 
moſt all the ſtubb Irn ſymptoms of the 
-ration, without the | 


it given, times 


diſorder under confi 
leaſt efficacy, unleſs in habits that were 


i very phlegmatic indeed, or elſe greatly 


impoveriſhed, or laſtly where it has been 
corfibined with the farſaparilla. 
To what I have advanced elſewhere 


.concerning the virtues of farſaparilla i 


would only add here, that I have not ſince 
the year 1753, when I firſt gave it in 
ſtrong decoctions, found any reaſon to re- 
tract the leaſt part of what I then aſſerted; 
excepting only in the caſe of a few cance- 


rous buboes, which will not, I believe, 
give way on a ſudden to any method 
hitherto diſcovered, but which, I know, : 


may be gradually ſubdued, either by 
freſh air, fuller diet, abſtinence from 


mercurials, or by hemlock applied out- 


wardly, 
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wardly, or given inwardly, whether with 
or without opiates. My aſſertion in the 
Medical Eſſays of London, vol. iſt, was, 
That every caſe truly venereal is ma- 
. nageable by W or by farſa com- 
* bined with mercury. ip 

As to decoctions of bardana and meze- 
reon roots, the herbs ſaponaria, lobelia, 
&c. which have been cried up by diffe- 
rent writers; my experience has been too 
{mall to enable me to pronounce with cer- 
tainty, but quite ſufficient to incline mo 
to ſpeak doubtfully, concerning them. 


ce 


* 


8 E c 1 0 N XIII. 
N e remarks on the di Saſs. 


HE venereal diſeaſe differs from 

moſt others in this reſpect, that it 
has no perfect criſis, except in its fim- 
pleſt ſpecies, 7 


It 


6% | 
It is always in a progreſſive ſtate, grow- 
ing worſe every hour, and recoiling with 
double force, if the cure be interrupted 
by irregularity of any kind, or if you give 
over the antivenereal regimen before the 
e is fairly conquered. | 
It differs in its quality from itſelf, as 
much as the confluent imall pox differs 
from the moſt diſtinct fort. 
In its moſt inflammatory ſtate, the an- 
tidote may be applied fo injudiciouſly as 
to throw it much deeper into the habit, 
than it would advance in equal time, if 
left to the treatment uſual in other in- 
flammatory diſeaſes, 

The conſtitution is able to 8 off a 
conſiderable portion of the infectious mat- 
ter by the urethra in a gonorrhœa, and by 
the ſuppuration of a bubo in a confirmed 
pox, with much more eaſe than by pur- 
ging in the clap, or by a mercurial courle 
ſingly in the pox. In the laſt however, 


1 -- 


CAN 
as we hinted before, ſuch a diſcharge 


alone we have never found ſufficient, 


though we have nn made the ex- 


e 


It falls out but _ that the. diſs | 
eaſe in our days affects the viſcera with 
ſuch obſtructions as it produced at its firſt 


appearance, when the gonorrhœa had not 


yet ſhewed itſelf, and the uſe of mercury 


was leſs underſtood. This indeed I have 


met with in three or four caſes, where 


the antivenereal plan only had * 
to remove the evil. 


- am informed that the Aſiatics cure 
many dropſies, and obſtructed viſcera, by 


anointing the hepatic region with mercu- 


rial ointment. - The obſtructions ſo cured 


have been probably owing to a venereal 
cauſe. I have failed in two or three in- 


ſtances where the trial was made very 
faithfully, but where I had no reaſon to 
believe that there was any * venereal | 
in the habit. 1 7 Anti- 
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Antiſcorbutic and tonic medicines, par- 
ticularly the bark and hemlock, muſt 

pave the way to the cure of this diſorder, 

if you with that cure to be expeditious 

and laſtin g, in the caſe, of ſcorbutic or 
ſcrophulous conſtitutions, where vene- | 
real complaints are 0 peculiarly dan- 

gerous. | 

It is a declaration due to truth, that 
J have not, in any preparation of mercury 
uſed by injection, found either a certain 
preventive, or a certain cure, of any Ve- 


nereal taint, at any ſeaſon from or before 


coition to the moſt complete virulent 


gonorrhea, notwithſtanding the boaſted 
powers of noſtrums which Fallopius, 

Muſitanus, F. Hoffman, and many pro- 

found connoiſſeurs in this metropolis, fo 

confidently recommend. 

Certain it is that I have formerly 

brought a pox on ſeveral, by attempting 


a cure with injections of calomel, mercu- 


rial 


rial ointment diſſolved with the yolk of 
injected; mercurial ointment 


5 introduced into the urethra, the famed 


ſolution of mercury with gum ammoniac, 


diluted aqua phagædenica, and Van Swie- 


ten's aqua antivenerea, &. 
Muſitanus goes indeed fo. far as to 
affirm, that he has known a thouſand claps 


cured by an injection of calomel. We 


have ſeen many obſtinate gleets cured by 

it, at the end of a proper courſe ; but 
muſt repeat, that we have brought the 
pox on ſeveral people in the clap, by means 
of this medicine, when we uſed it in the 
beginning of a gonorrhea virulenta. 


Fi. Hoffman has aſſerted the ſame thing 
with the prieſt; but neither of their au- 
thorities can weigh againſt daily obſerva- 


tion. 
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SBCTION xIV. S 
"i problem. A 


to find out an application, or in- 


jection, that will, either ante aut poſt 


coitum, prevent venereal infection? Fal- 
lopius, Muſitanus, and others, have given 
us preſcriptions, of whoſe efficacy _ 
ſeem to entertain no doubt. 

To me, I confeſs, the ſubtilty of this 
poiſon appears too like that of electrical 
fire to be prevented. It is well for the 
human race that it can be cured. _ 

I knew a young man, whoſe blood was 
obliged to be loaded with mercury in a 
great quantity by inunction for a pocky 
taint. As ſoon as his cure was completed, 
he lay with a woman who infected every 
body elſe, but he eſcaped. In this caſe, 
I . the REY of mercury in the 

Habit 


HAT pains have not been taken 


. 
habit overbalanced the quantity of diſ- 
eaſe, and acted as a n mais 
ie jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle.” 

Forſan hydrargyrum in oleo l 
vel vegetabili cocto ſolutum, et virge 
ante coitum bene inunctum, ad * 
6 * LON A 9 | | 


SECT * O N XV. 
Of mercury arid its preporations. 2 


YOON after the venereal diflemper 

had made its appearance in our he- 
miſphere, it was diſcovered, that medi- 
cines of the common ſort neither checked 
its progreſs, nor accompliſhed its cure. 
Some of the ſymptoms - reſembling ſo 
nearly thoſe obſtinate diſcaſes. where mer- 
curial medicines alone had been found 
effectual, probably led our forefathers to 
try their efficacy in this, notwithſtanding 
its 5 ſuppoſed bad qualities, which they 
4 . at- 


1 

attempted to correct by the addition of 
other ingredients. The malignity and 
ſpread of the diſeaſe ſoon brought it into 
general uſe. * 

Who has not heard of the changeable 
nature of mercury from a fluid into a ſo- 
lid, from a volatile into a fixed ſtate, from 
a mild into an acrid quality, and from its 
own colour into almoſt all colours? The 
chemiſts, or the alchemiſts, can tell you 
how all this happens, and lover-like are 
fondeſt of what has given them moſt trou- 


ble. To them I refer the curious enqui- 
rer, meaning only to lay before my reader 
a few facts concerning mercury, and its 
ou _ preparations, that may claim ſome atten- 
; | tion from thoſe who have the care of ve- 
| nereal caſes. 
q And firſt, as to its ores ; the virtues 
of theſe do not by any means correſpond 
with what has been ſaid of them in moſt 
books that treat of venereal diſeaſes, 
| | | ro. 


6 

For native cinnabars are, in their effects 
on the body, either fettered on the one 
hand by their combination with ſulphur, 
or dangerous on the other by effluvia from 
the arſenical part of them. I have twice 
ſeen a conſiderable ſalivation raiſed by gi- 
ving native cinnabar inwardly. The miſ- 
chiefs occaſioned by fumigations, where 
the lungs are weak, or ſubject to aſthmas, 
hemorrhages, &c. are well known. The 
diſappointments I have met with from 
the uſe of the factitious, or antimonial 
kinds, both given inwardly, and outwardly 
applied, correſpond exactly with the 
experience of Dr. Aſtruc on this head, 
But I feel very little diſpoſition to try 
powers which are at beſt equivocal, where 
we have certain ones at hand. I mean, 
that their application repreſſes, or at beſt 
only tranſlates. the complaints for. which 
they are uſed, rather than extirpates 
them. 


5, 
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If quickſilver, when ſtrained through 
leather, leaves no dregs behind, or diſtill- 
ed with quick-lime comes out in the 
fame quantity as when put into the veſſel, 
it is then fit for every uſe, whether out- 
wardly applied or inwardly adminiſtered. 
as well -as for all the preparations into 
which chemiſts have tortured it. da 


In the courſe of experiments recorded 
by Engliſh writers, it appears, that large 
quantities of quickſilver, even to the 
amount of ſixteen pound weight, have 
been ſwallowed by one patient, without 
producing any remarkable phænomena 
in that caſe, or indeed in any other; un- 
leſs when a part of it happened to be diſ- 
ſolved by the ſaliva, or gaſtric juices, and 
chereby lodged for ſome time in the primæ 
viz, where it produced the common effect 
of increaſing the ſalivary ſecretions, in 


proportion to the quantity diſſolved, or 
to the ſtate of the patient's juices at the 
time 


(79 ) 

time of giving it. In theſe” inſtances 
it correſponds with mercury diſſolved 
in honey, turpentine, &c. as in the 
pil. Barbaroſſ. de Belloſt. pil. mercurial: 
Pharm. Lond. &c. at the worſt produ- 
eing ſymptoms very manageable in gene 
ral, and effects more or leſs 3 
according to circumſtances. 

As to the effects of crude a in 
this diſeaſe, diſſolved with turpentines; 
or otherwiſe combined with alexiphar- 
mics, diuretics, purgatives, &c. I would 
not abſolutely ſay, that the pocky infec- 
tion is always too great for ſuch medicines 
to take place: but ſo long as you remain 
ignorant in what proportion the mercurial 
medicine has entered the lacteal veſſels, 
and what points it has carried, you can- 
not tell how to aſcertain the doſe, or 
ſecure the patient againſt a relapſe; that 


is, in l caſes. 


The 


— Eo 


(7 
The fame objection, though not in the 
ſame degree, lies againſt truſting to its 
effect in plaſters: for, on the firſt appear- 


ance of the diſeaſe, much was done by 


them both in their ſimple and complicated 
forms, provided they were perſevered in 
long enough to lodge a ſufficient quantity. 

He muſt be a man of very little obſer- 
vation indeed, who has not ſeen the miſ- 
chiefs ariſing from mercurial plaſters ap- 
plied to buboes, and other venereal tu- 
mours, by ſending them back into the 
habit. | 

Let us now ſee hin is elected by 
ointment prepared in the moſt ſimple 
form, or crude mercury rubbed into an 
ointment with an equal quantity of hogs- 
lard. \ 

In the virulent gonorrhea, mercurial 
ointment having been rubbed on the 
groins in juſt proportions, / ſuppoſe to the 
_—_— of an ounce or more at due in- 

tervals, 


( 8 ) 


tervals (purgative medicines being inter- 


mixed at proper diſtances); the diſcharge 
generally changes from a green or yel- 
low colour to one whiter, and more 
reſembling the ſemen, or to one :of A 
yellow tinge in the middle of the ſpeck ; 


or elſe it becomes more ropy, and leſs 
like melted tallow, diminiſhing at the 


ſame time in quantity. But where the 
gonorrhœa has been of ſuch long ſtand» 
ing as to have produced carnofities or 
ſtrictures in the urethra, no inunction will 
be ſufficient without a local treatment. 
When the diſeaſe ſhews itſelf with 
pocky ſymptoms, as chancres, buboes, 
puſtules, &c. and you rub on a due 
proportion of this ointment, accompa- 
nied with a ſuitable regimen, what are 
the effects? Sometimes a plentiful ſpit- 


ting, with its attendants, and a cure; 


ſometimes plentiful ſweating, and a cure ; 


at other times no ſenſible evacuation, or 
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> 1 
\ N | * 


( 82 ) 
change on the body, and yet a cure, 


equally agreeable and permanent; except 
in ſome few caſes, which are conquered af- 
terwards by diet drinks, ſmall doſes of pil. 
argent. vivi, or ſlight rggreurial frictions. 

I allow that the diminution of the 
ſymptoms is not always apparent, how- 
ever properly the courſe may have been 

purſued, and that thirty or even forty 

drachms of the ſtrong mercurial ointment 
will not always remove the diſeaſe. Con- 
tinue, in that caſe, to rub a few times 
more, and a larger quantity at a time, 
and what enſues? As if the artillery had 
not been heavy enough before, by thus 
increaſing its weight you make a breach 
at laſt, and the diſeaſe is taken by ſtorm ; 
frequently, as was ſaid above, without 
falivation, ſweating, a greater diureſis, or 


any diſagreeable ſymptom whatever; and 
generally too without any ſeyerity 4 regi- 
men, even in open air. 
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"EW? 
In relation to the quantity, hear the 
opinion of two celebrated judges. It is 
difficult,” ſays Aſtruc*, < to aſſert, à 
priori, what quantity of mercury will, 


in the whole, be neceſſary to cure this 
diſtemper completely; ſince that de- 
pends upon the age, ſex, and tem- 
perament of the patient; the malig- 
nity, degree, and inveteracy of the 


infection; the number, uſe, and im- 


portance of the parts affected. It 


muſt be. judged of a poſteriori, from 


the abatement and ceafing of the 
ſymptoms : but it is found by repeated 
obſervations, that commonly not leſs 
than two ounces of the ſtrong mercu- 


* rial ointment is ſufficient, and not more 


than three or four ounces neceflary." - 
The other writer, Septalius, who had 


the care of the great hoſpital of Broglio 


* Aſtruc, lib. iv. cap. 7. p.272. ed. Pariſ. 1740, 4to. 


a 


: 
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at Milan, for forty years together, where 


by his account he ' cured of the venereal 


diſeaſe near one thouſand patients yearly, 


ſays*, „That for completing one cure 


a there ought to be uſed, at repeated 


« jnunctions, three or four ounces of 
„ quickfilver; and that the infection 


* ſhould not be carried off by purga- 


' « tives, unleſs in caſes of the utmoſt 
* neceſlity.” It is the advice of this ex- 


perienced phyſician , either not to uſe 


mercurials at all, or to uſe them in 
a quantity ſufficient to enſure ſucceſs; 


* ſince by too ſparing an application of 


them the morbid matter is ſet in mo- 
tion; and the ſymptoms being only di- 


* miniſhed, not removed, unleſs perhaps 


_*< to the nobler parts, the patient is left, 
% uncured and diſappointed, to drag out 


« a miſerable life.” 


* Septalii Animad. lib, vii, $ 224 & 231. 
-T Id. lib, vii. Q 218, 


I Cane - 


6 
I cannot reſtrain myſelf from obſerving 
here, how faſhionable it is become with 


many to deſpiſe old writers, and to de- 
preciate as obſolete every obſervation, 
how uſeful ſoever in practice, that has 
not been made in our more enlightened 


days: but; certainly, he who has eſtas 
bliſhed the trueſt principles of cure de- 


ſerves the greateſt eſteem, and the cloſeſt 
at tention, at whatever period he wrote. 
With regard to the compoſition of the 


ointment, I would always recommend. 


equal proportions of lard and quickſilver; 
the inunction with a drachm or two, at 


moſt, being with difficulty rubbed on to 


dryneſs, without leaving the thighs. too 


long expoſed to the air; as on the other 


hand a quantity of mercury ſufficient to 
extinguiſh the infection is not eaſily rub- 


bed on, if the proportion of lard to * | 


_ be double. 


When 
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When the patient's ſkin is eaſily fret- 
ted, the ointment ſhould be prepared with 
as ſmall a quantity of turpentine as poſſi- 
ble; by which means he is ſaved an 
eruption of angry puſtules, that often 
obſtruct the anointing of thoſe parts 


where it can-be done moſt completely, 


namely the thighs, and the inſide of them 


eſpecially. 


By the way, one is tempted to ſmile at 
the common manner of applying the mer- 
curial ointment, firſt on the feet, then 
on the legs, then on the thighs, then on 
the arms, ſhoulders, and trunk of the 
body ; as if there were magic in the pro- 


ceſs, and the doctor were a conjurer. 


Surely the ointment rubbed upon the 


thighs, which can be defended from cold 


in winter by flannel drawers, and in ſum- 


mer by cotton or linen ones, worn during 


the whole time of the inunction, and 
where it can be applied without any 
2 a 5 incon- 


69 


inconveniency, is as well or better calcu- 


lated to convey the mercury into the 
blood, though not to __ on 25 mn 
of art. : 
If any confiderable quantity of the oint- 
ment is prepared at once, -it ſhould be 
ſtirred up from the bottom of the Pot 
every time it is uſed, that the whole 2 
be equally ſtrong. 

I pretend not to decide whether the 
lard's becoming attenuated by age is an 
advantage or no. Septalius touches on 
theſe two laſt particulars. 1 15 

The following hints deſerve the : notice 
of every urgeon, _ are not generally 
know. a 

Rub a little, 1 leſs than a ane 
at a time, of mercurial ointment upon a 
chancre, a beginning bubo, or phymoſis, 
and repeat it daily for three or four times; 
and it will remove the appearance of diſ- 
eaſe from the part, and drive it into the 

con- 


(88 ) 


evlidhivurion;' perhaps upon the bones, 
probably i into the throat, but always from: 
the part. Every mercurial application to 


a venereal ſore, whether chancre or bubo, 
is equally improper, till you have con- 
ee the infection. 1 th 

- Rub to'the quantity of two, FORT or 

four, and ſome few times more ounces, 

| in proper doſes, upon any part of the 
| body, except the part affected; and all 
| the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, which de- 


* ſerve the name of venereal, will either 


= diſappear, and never return, or elſe be ſo 
| | altered as to give way to diet drinks 
of ſarſa, or bardana, or perhaps of the 
plants ſaponaria and lobelia, or the roots 
of mezereon. 8152114 | 
Apain, rub a ſmall quantity of * 
mercurial ointment on any part of the 
body, in the caſe of a ſcrophulous or ſcor- 
butic habit, tainted at the ſame time with 
the pox ; and, in many inſtances, it will 
& 1 8 pro- 
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produce a violent ſalivation, that in ſpite 


of all ſorts of remedies fhall run on 
for ſeveral weeks; the patient ſhall be 
much reduced in his ſtrength, waſted in 


his body, and remain / tainted with the 


diſeaſe, notwithſtanding the | falivation 
has been ſo inordinate. Repeat- the 
anointing, and the effect will be the 
ſame. 9 80 1 155 Aan 
haut firſt correct this ſcorbutic diſpoſi- 
tion, then rub on the mercury, proceed 


to the length above mentioned, at proper 
intervals, and in proper quantities; and 


you will generally, even without affect- 
ing the mouth, obtain a complete cure. 


So beyond this quantity, and, except 


in a few caſes, mercury ſhall ſeem to 


have produced no further effect on the 
ſymptoms. Here we may ſay with truth, 


that it has done both its beſt, and 
its worſt: it has ſaved the conſtitution 
from being ruined: by the diſeaſe, and 
„„ 8 . 
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it has changed a ftrong into a weak: 
habit. Day „ 
- Formerly, phyſicians were exceeding, 
ſolicitous to raiſe the falivation to the ut- 
moſt height, leſt they ſhould not be cer · 


' tain of the cure without it. Of late, 
they have been contented with ſweating, 
or plentiful diſcharges of urine. Now, 


many are ſatisfied if they uſe a given quan- 
tity, whether it affects the ſalivary glands, 
or goes off either by perſpiration or urine. 
I am diſpoſed to be of the laſt number, 


with this difference, that where there 
is a little ſoreneſs and heat in the gums, 


I ſhould expect a more ſpeedy cure, than 
where there is either none at all, or where 
there is a more copious ſalivation.1 

I have ſometimes gone ſo far as to think, 
that mercury, by producing a ſort of 
fermentation in the juices, without load- 


ing too much the ſalivary glands, or 
augmenting their ſecretions conſiderably, 


was 


=. (0 980); | 
was : better for the conſtitution, than 
when, by greatly tainting the ſaliva, it 
produced a putrid diatheſis. 
| Upon the whole, I believe, that pur- 

ging gently in the inflammatory ſtate, at 
the intervals already ſpecified, and inter- 
mixing crude mercury internally, or ap- 
plying it externally in juſt quantities, as 
ſoon as the ſymptoms of inflammation are. , 
abated, will cure a clap in all its ſtages ; 
and that mercurial ointment, uſed in the 
proportions above directed, will generally 
ſecure the conſtitution againſt the further 
progreſs of a confirmed pox,-or at leaſt 
enable you to eradicate it by the aſſiſtance 
of other. medicines before mentioned. 

I hope that delicate patients will not 
be alarmed at ſuch a method of cure, 
when I ſhall have mentioned one fact, 
viz. that, in the courſe. of twenty years 
practice, I have not been able to trace 
any laſting bad effects of mercury on 

| N 2 thoſe 


8 
thoſe who have uſed even the largeſt quan- 


tities of it, by inunction, in the caſe of 
conſtitutions otherwiſe healthy. I ſpeak 
not of ſcorbutic, ſcrophulous, cancerous, 
nor yet of paralytic ones, Where family 
infirmities are moſt injuriouſſy imputed 
to mercury. 

Compare now the effects of mercurial 
ointment juſt deſcribed, with thoſe of 
mercury in ores, but chiefly diſſolved 
with acids; in which I include the tur- 
peths, corroſive, ſublimate, or dulcific ; 
by repeated ſublimations, and mercurial 
precipitates. - Of ſome of theſe a quarter 
or half a grain, or even leſs, and that di- 
: luted too, will produce anxieties, trem- 
blings, vomitings, hypercatharſes, con- 
_ vulfions, and ſometimes death ; at beſt, 
falivations not to be reſtrained for weeks, 
months, or even a longer period; and, 
what is perhaps yet more to be dreaded, no 


cure, or not a permanent one, will be ac- 


complithed 


» * 5 


RE. 
compliſhed at laſt, though the ſalivation be 
| repeated. Yet ſome or all of theſe dread- 
ful conſequences muſt be hazarded, be- 
cauſe a ſmaller quantity of mercury in this 
way is pretended to be ſufficient for the 
cure, and leſs deſtructive, as well as more 
delicate. The laſt part of the propoſition 
1 admit, but the other two I utterly deny. 

Were it right to give into theory, on a 
ſubject where we have facts ſufficient ; it 
might perhaps be ſaid of mercury acidu- 

lated in any way you will, that even 
the falivation, with all its ſevere attend- 
ants, is not your ſecurity. Either the 


ſores do not heal, or the ſymptoms do not 
diſappear, perhaps indeed from the pa- 


tient's not being able to bear the ſeve- 
rity of the ſalivation, and the repeated 
effects of the mercury on the ſtomach or 


HS 


bowels; -or finally no cure takes place. 


— 


- 
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. 15 * E 0 T ION XVI. * 
On the n ent late of the pox. 


FT is a queſtion that has been much 

0 agitated, whether the diſeaſe of which 

we have been treating, is on the decline 

or not. I would anſwer it by aſking 

another queſtion, Is the paſſion for _ 

fure on the decline * 1 8 5 1 
In fact, I believe that the difeaſe is 


growing much more general, while the 


treatment of it is {till ſhamefully unequal: 
There has been an æra in its hiſtory, 

when it became milder. I allude to the 

| firſt appearance of the gonorrhea. But 

too mahy ſurgeons daily ſhut up that 
avenue to relief, by a variety of injections 
mercurial, balſamic, and aſtringent. I. 

leave their patients to bear witneſs with _. 
what woful effects; amongſt others, 
ſwelled teſticles, unhappy wives, and a 


- puny poſterity. _ | An- N 


6 


Another principal ſource of the increaſs 
of this evil is the general ignorance with 
regard to the quantity of mercury requi- 
ſite, and to the manner of applying it, 
which changes totally the face and qua- | 
lity of the complaint, 

A third moſt material circumſtance to 
be reckoned here is that of the grafts from 
Africa, and both the Indies ; where, the 
treatment being {till leſs underſtood, the 
diſeaſe has been ſuffered to lay deeper 
Hold, and. to produce more ſtubborn 
ſymptoms. | 
The laſt cauſe that 1 ſhall mention, 
but not the leaſt, is the conſtituti mn of 
modern livers ; where love of caſe, löve 
Wy” pleaſure, continual watching, and 

anxious gaming, have miſerably enervated 
the poſterity of thoſe heroes who fought 15 
at Agincourt and Creſſy. 1 


1 
THE END, 
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